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The first time I met Jane was when her husband was 
at the OSU James Hospital.  He was being treated for 
newly diagnosed cancer of the throat and esophagus.  
She was warm, friendly and open to my pastoral 
visit.  It was as if I had known her for years. We 
prayed together and I assured her that I would be 
available for follow-up pastoral visits. 

Once her husband, George, was discharged from the 
hospital, I began regular visits at their home and was 
amazed at the efforts Jane made to provide care for 
her husband. Their grown children were not living in 
the area, so Jane was the sole caregiver. This 
included feedings through a tube, medicines at 
different times of the day, suctioning to keep his 
lungs clear, and a countless number of other details 
needed to keep George as healthy as possible.   

Over the many months I visited with them, I could 
see the toll caregiving was taking on Jane.  She never 
complained, but there were visual signs that it was all 
overwhelming.  Since George couldn’t speak 
because of the damage cancer had done to his throat, 
most of my visits were spent talking with Jane.  I 
marveled at her sense of hope and the strength she 
drew from her faith as well as the great care she gave 
to George. Jane was an inspiration!  

As time went on, Jane and I became good friends.  
One afternoon when I stopped in to see them, I could 
tell she had been crying.  We sat in the living room 
where she proceeded to share with me the pain she 
had been dealing with just before George’s 
diagnoses. He had been cheating on her with another 
woman.  She was prepared to leave him, but her 
husband’s cancer changed everything.  She knew 
George had no one else to care for him and felt she 
could not leave him under the circumstances.  
Leaving him would require an explanation to her 
family as to “why” and she didn’t want her adult 
children to think less of their father.  Her tears that 
day were over her difficulty in forgiving him and 
forgiving the woman embroiled in his infidelity. 
Once again, I was inspired by her focus and the 
depth of her mercy. 

In John’s Gospel, on this Divine Mercy Sunday, 
Jesus appeared to His apostles who were huddled  in 

fear after His death and Resurrection.  Jesus said to 
them, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” And when He had said this, He 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 
them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”   

The Apostle Thomas was not present for Jesus’ first 
appearance.  When the other apostles shared with 
him the news, he responded in disbelief and said 
unless he saw the wounds of Christ’s crucifixion, he 
would not believe.  Jesus appeared to the apostles 
again and this time Thomas was present.  Jesus 
allowed him to touch His wounds and told him to 
believe.  Thomas answered and said to Him, “My 
Lord and my God!”   

Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe 
because you have seen me?  Blessed are those 
who have not seen and have believed.” 

The dictionary defines mercy as “compassion or 
forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is 
within one's power to punish or harm.”  As flawed 
humans, whose sins are what nailed our Lord to the 
cross, we deserve punishment. But, instead of His 
wrath, Jesus stretched out His arms of love and 
compassion and extended His Divine Mercy to all. 

When we have been hurt, it is very difficult to extend 
mercy.  There’s a part of us that wants revenge and 
wants the other to suffer for their transgressions.  
Secular society would applaud that position but, to 
be a true believer in Christ, even though we have 
never seen Him, He calls us to live mercy and 
forgiveness.  

I couldn’t help but think of Jane when preparing this 
reflection for Divine Mercy Sunday.  She extended 
the arms of mercy to someone who betrayed her on a 
level that most would call unforgivable.  As a 
believer, Jane wanted the strength to do what her 
faith demanded of her. She served her undeserving 
dying husband to the end of his life and brought 
healing through forgiveness.  George received the 
divine mercy of Christ for his sinfulness, but he also 
received Jane’s mercy through the working of the 
Holy Spirit.  Blessed is Jane who has not seen, but 
believed: a true path to peace for all involved. 
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